
ORDINAI{CE NO. 20T6- t I

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A BURN POLICY

WHEREAS. the Town clouncil of the Tou'R of chalmers' Indiana' desires to establish a

br-rrn policl': and

NOw"THEREF0RH.BEIIORDAINEDBYTHECOUNC]IL()FTFIEl.o\\,}IoF

CHAI,MERS. II'JDIANA. THA :

Section 1: Term Dellnitions:

1) "Burning" u'ill be defined as to be on fire'

2) .,Trash..will be defined as something readil,"- flammable not emitting toxic or oiTensive

substances or nuisance sn1('!ke'

3) ..Rubbish', will be defineci as anvthing not readil;- flammabie such as- cloth' plastic'

etc.

:l) ..Garbage', w-ill be defined as tbod rvaste. animal lvaste or allY such nraterials

5) ,,yard Waste" uiil be ciet-rned as leaves. grass" branches. tree limbs. etc' . ..

6) ..Cor-istruction Waste" will be defined as any residual products and/or lvaste fiom an1'

Iiew Construction" remodelilg or demolition of a structure

7) "Hazardous and/or Toxic Materials" rvill be defined as an),'- substances that u'iil catlse

an1- type of smoke emitting substances into the air causing anv tvpe ol health saf-et,v dangers

andioi iiquicl grounci contaminating substances. Examples rvould be tires. an1'petroieunr based

products, waste oils. rubber, oil1r llOrri6s, etc.

8) "BBQ Pit, Burn Pit, Fire Rings and Grills" u,ill be defined as any f'rxed or porlable

clevice for food preparation using electricity, natural gas, propane. charcoal or rvood prodr-tcts

designed lor such usage.

9) "Unadulterated Wood and Paper" rviii be def-ined as tr,ood prodttcts u,ithout an-v stain,

paint. chemical treatments. glue or any other coverings that will not emit hazardous or toxic
smoke u'hen burned.

Section 2: Allor,ved Burning:

1) BBQ Pit. Burn Pit, Recreational Fire Rings and Grills: Fires lbr the sole purpose ol'
tbod pteparation and personal recreation are permitted. Criteria shali be a total fuel area no



greater than three (3) teet in diarneter and a tuetr load not to exceed tu'o (2) leet in height' oni"v

Unadulteratecl Wood is permitted'

21 Ceremonial frres & bonfires: A fire in conjunction u'ith a celemon).' school pep rally'

scouting events. religious activities and other similar purposes w'il1 require the approvai olthe

Chalmers Torvn goa:ra. Bonfires shall have a total filel area n0 greatel than ten (10) ieet in

diameter and a fuei load not to exceed six (6) teet in height' only Unadulterated wood is

permitted.

Section 3: Prohibited Burnitrg:

1) No person. business or entitv shali bum anything except that n'liich is allowed under

Section 2 of the burn ordinance. A11 other burning is prohibited.

2) operr burrrilrg orr Pilblic Propertl,' is strictiy prohihited

3) No bur-ning uncler Section 2 rvill be permitted during unfavorable n'eather conditions

such as high winds, extremely dry/drought conditions, air stagnation or at an)' such time that w'ill

create a nuisance to neighbors or the communit,v. Such fires are to he ertinguished immediatell'

.i) Burnin-u oi Trash, Rubbish" Galbage. Yard Waste. Llonstruction Waste and Hazardous

andior Toric lV{aterials is strictll.prohibited both in the open or in trash barrels.

Section 4: Buming SuPen'ision:

1) A11 flres must be supervised at all times b,v a responsible party.

2) Responsible parly is required to have a means of hre suppression on site adequate fbr

the size of the fire at all times such as a garden hose connected to a \\,'ater sLrppl-v-.-.

buckets of r,vater or sand. a fire extinguisher, shovel, etc.

3) All fires must be completely extinguished after use.

Section 5: This ordinance shall provide authority to the Clialmers Coilmunity Voiunteer

F'ire Deparlment to go otlto private propefiS'to extinguislt an-v fire that endangers 1ife,

property and/or an-Y structures.

Section 6: This Ordinance shail be eniorced b-v the following persons or entities:

The Chalmers Tou,n Marsl-ral1

The Cl-raimers Tou'n Managemeut
The Chalmers Volunteer Fire Department



SectionT:TlreToll.nofChalnersorclesigneeleservestherighttobunratitsdiscretiorr
d*ring a decrared emergenc_v to inc'ide ""r,l;ortt, 

damaged structures. tree limbsibranches' trees

or any other u,aste materials necessal)' tO expedite the return of- the Town ol chalmers back to

normalcl'' in the etlbrt to plotect the citizens and environment from an'v further harm' This

controlled bum must lollorv the state regulated burn guidelines'

SectionS:Whoeverviolatesan,vprovisionofthis-orriinanceshallbesubjecttotlre
l-ollou,ing penalties: First olJ'ens* i, u *uioing; Second olTense is a $50'00 fine: Third off'ense is

a$100.00t1'e:andlioufihandsubsequentofiensesarea$1,000{ineforeachsuchof}"ense' 
Each

cia,v that suu:h violation shall occLrr shall constitute a separate violation for which the person shall

be stibject to a fine. T'he frne is to be paid to the c'haimers Tow'n clerk-Treasufer's otfice'

Section 9: Said ordinance shall be in fuli force and elt'ect fiom and after its passage'

approval and publication according to 1aw.'

Passed and a<lopted by the Toll,n Council olthe Tolvn of Chalmers ou the I4- da1' ol

,2016.

/W&{$4#*
Marcus King- President

Attesied


